
How a change travels in Parish Record Keeper
Live sync, the standard. The administrator lets work in: an administrator's round takes in what the members proposed and writes the result to the

live log. The server writes every entry into the parish data - the source of truth, which the online search and the phones read - and every computer

takes the log in at its next round. Whole datafiles an administrator sends are security copies.
SERVER SYNC · WORKSPACE DATA

LIVE SYNC · OCTOBER 2026

1 Who sends what, and where it waits

goes out to the server comes back from the server a step on the server

MEMBER'S COMPUTER

Working copy

the datafile they edit

SyncBase\ base copy

as at the last round

Two ways to send

never both for the same work

Change notes

working copy compared with

the base, field by field

PHONE · OFFLINE APP

Change journal

edits, new people, contributions,

P-ledger entries (PRKCHG1)

SERVER WORKSPACE · ENCRYPTED

Security copy vN

compared with the parish data; its lists

and settings are taken over

Live log #1 · #2 · … · #N

what the administrator let in, numbered;

each entry goes into the parish data at once

Merge queue

whole versions + their .sqlite copy

COMPARE THE SELECTED VERSION

vs the copy it started from

2

notes (PRKDIFF)

Change-notes queue

3 members' notes (SEND MY CHANGES)

4 phone files 2 comparisons

wait for the administrator;

an admin claims a file before taking it

Parish data · the source of truth

parish.sqlite: every entry of the log;

the website search and the phones read it;

new computers are built from it;

every desktop is checked against it weekly

ADMINISTRATOR'S COMPUTER

Working copy

own work + what was let in

SyncBase\ base copy

taken before the notes come in,

so that they reach the log

THE ADMINISTRATOR'S CHECK

1 SYNC form

two datafiles side by side;

you decide each difference

3 The round

safe notes go in at once;

the rest wait for review

2 4 Review window

you approve or correct each

held note, one by one

Only what passes reaches the log.

Weekly check

this datafile's SQLite export,

compared with the parish data

B

GET THE PARISH DATA

new computer: from the parish data

A

THE ROUND TAKES IN THE LOG

at every round

12

SEND MY WHOLE DATAFILE

when notes cannot carry it

3

SEND MY CHANGES

notes; the round sends them too

4

send journal

download a copy

snapshot.php

B

SEND A SECURITY COPY

OF THIS DATAFILE

now and then: a security copy

A

THE ROUND WRITES

reads others' entries

1

DOWNLOAD SELECTED

AND OFFLINE SYNC

3

THE ROUND, FIRST

takes the members' notes

24

IMPORT THE SELECTED

CHANGE NOTES

CHECK AGAINST THE SERVER

weekly; nothing changes

Administrator on the left, members and phones on the right. 1 2 3 4  the ways work goes in, each through the administrator's check: 1 and 2 carry a whole

datafile (SYNC form, or compared on the server), 3 carries change notes, 4 a phone's journal. A B  the ways it comes back: the live log at every round, and for a

new computer a datafile built from the parish data.

2 One working session, from START to EXIT

START
parish data

to take?

yes

1 Send my notes

then move the base up

2 Take the server's data

asked, or automatic

3 Put my notes back

on top of the new datafile

no

Usually no - the log brings the others' work. The parish data is taken whole only by a new computer,

after the accounts changed, or after the shared datafiles were cleared.

4 Exchanging changes

send · notes in · live log in

Work

"Changes saved, not yet sent"
EXIT

Offer: SEND MY CHANGES

only if edited since the base

Admin: nothing more to send

the round put it on the server

the round never runs at EXIT:

a stall there gets the app killed

Sending before taking the parish data means no unsent work is lost. Every round sends and takes in the live log; an administrator's also takes the members' notes in

first.

3 The coloured bar: one state, one button

COLOUR MEANS PRESS

Green In step no button; just work

Blue You changed things the others

lack

member: SEND MY CHANGES NOW
administrator: SEND MY CHANGES TO THE TEAM

Green (live) In step with the parish data on

the server

no button; administrator: SEND A SECURITY COPY now
and then

Orange The others' work is waiting member: TAKE IN THE LOG
administrator: BRING IN

Blue + orange Both at once member: SEND MINE, TAKE IN THE LOG
administrator: BRING IN

Purple Only the whole datafile can

carry it

member: SEND MY WHOLE DATAFILE
administrator: SEND THE WHOLE DATAFILE (it replaces
the parish data)

Grey Cannot tell, or nothing sent yet SIGN IN, or send the first security copy

No button means nothing to do; REFRESH looks again, EXCHANGE CHANGES NOW syncs by hand. Clashed changes

show REVIEW SYNC CONFLICTS.

4 What happens to each kind of change note

NOTE ADMINISTRATOR'S ROUND
(MEMBERS' NOTES)

LIVE LOG (EVERY
COMPUTER, THE
SERVER)

REVIEW
WINDOW

Edits of persons, baptisms applied; both changed: money =

conflict, text = later edit

applied after review

Ledger rows, card areas applied; changed on both sides =

conflict

applied applied

New families, baptisms, card moves applied (a question: review) applied applied

Deleted persons or baptisms for review applied (sync.log) one by one

Phone notes not taken - can be

corrected

first

"Filed for review" means written to the Sync conflicts folder; the data is not touched.

5 The rules that keep it consistent

One log, one truth

Administrators' rounds write the log; each entry goes into

the parish data at once. Every computer takes it in,

deletions too.

Whole datafiles are security copies

Compared with the parish data; lists and settings taken

over. A new computer's datafile is built from the parish

data.

Members propose, the administrator lets in

Notes or the whole datafile, never both. Deletions and

clashes wait for review.

Send before take

Taking the parish data sends your unsent work first and

puts it back afterwards.

Purple means whole file

After repairs that change how records are identified, notes

are refused.

Checked every week

Each desktop is compared with the parish data: CHECK

AGAINST THE SERVER.

Parish Record Keeper · parishrecordkeeper.com Details: the manual, section "The Server Sync window", and the ? buttons on the Server Sync window


